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Dear Friends of SLA,

Seven years ago this month QII, Brian and | set off with
great excitement and anticipation on our Indian adventure.
Our project seemed a little daunting, building a home for
destitute orphans, but we felt conydent and equipped with a
degree of knowledge about India. We had the accolade of the
Young Explorers’ Trust Award, an expedition pack of medical
equipment and the skill of brick laying! Such is the conydence
of youth, feeling capable of achieving great things... it is a
wonderful thing!

| have commented before on my pride in the young folk,
how they coped and adapted in response to the needs and de-
mands which confronted them in India and how proud their
parents would have been of their hard work and compassion.
That said, | would now like to comment on how that same
conydence, enthusiasm and desire to make a difference to the
lives of the Indian children has been demonstrated by so many
young people since then. My young Trustees are helping to
move the awareness of SLA forward and into new areas by
engaging other young people through events such as a vol-
leyball competition; children in quite a number of primary

schools are doing things like ylling iSmartieo tubes with 20ps
and holding baking stalls; teenagers are holding ceilidhs and
discos; James Tulloch is climbing in the Himalayas; other
young people are about to cycle the Southern Upland Way or
round Europe; children are giving to SLA instead of receiving
birthday gifts; all the young Marathon runners experienced a
personal challenge with an added dimension of outreach; and
of course young volunteers are going out to work in India.
Through all of these challenges, these young folk are reaching
out to tell others about those in our world who are suffering,
who are exploited, who are seen as rejects and outcasts in a
society where human life has little value.

Gradually the word is spreading about the work of SLA,
and for all of us adults working for SLA | think it is incredibly
encouraging to see this evidence of the enthusiasm and cony-
dence of young people who are willing to challenge injustice
and to make a difference to the lives of the SLA children. This
ylls me with much thankfulness and great hope for the future.

My thanks to each and every one of you young people for
helping to make a difference.

Gillie Davidson

Efforts for SLA
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Twins Howard and Forbes, excited at
the prospect of their 7th birthday, heard
about the children of SLA and tried to

imagine what life must be like without
toys. This was no easy task as fieveryone

has toyso! However, they could not make
up their minds which new toys to ask &

for so they decided not to have gifts but
to ask their friends and family to give
a donation to SLA instead. Suddenly to
their surprise and delight they were the
ones giving a gift, a fantastic gift of £185
to the children of SLA! The excitement
at being able to present this gift, knowing

what a difference it would make to the

| lives of the children in India, was won-
\ derful! Giving can really surprise us with
| the pleasure it gives all round! Thank you
- boys for that generous giving!

Dawn Waitt, a Mum with children at
South Morningside Primary School, de-
cided to take up the challenge to run the

Edinburgh Marathon for SLA with two «
of the teachers. Their enthusiasm infected
the children and some members of the
staff so they all had a fiSmartied feast
then gradually ylled the tubes with 20p
pieces! With this wonderful support the
three brave runners managed to raise the

great sum of £447.45. Thank you for that
super effort one and all!

Talking about the Edinburgh Mara-
thon, it has once again been a fantastic
event for SLA runners: 100 from Durham
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University (DUCK — Durham University
Charities Kommittee), and some of our
great home supporters, and for all those
5 willing and wonderful Edinburgh hosts

and cooks who made the visiting runners
so welcome with their true Scottish

hospitality.

The day was very hot and due to fear
of collapse from heat stroke over 1,000
potential runners withdrew before the
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start of the race. However, all our runners
were determined to attempt the challenge
and the majority completed the course.
Two of our group did collapse but soon
recovered with prompt medical attention,
much to everyone’s relief. What an extra
effort the heat inpicted on the contend-
ers! They were so exhausted when they
arrived back at the SLA stand but in high
spirits. We were proud of each and eve-
ry one of them and are very grateful to
them for the sponsorship money which is
gradually coming in. We thank the run-
ners, all the hosts, Kirstie Looms and
Richard Demain-Grifyths of DUCK and
our own David Watts for all their impres-
sive planning, organising and patience,
without which this Morningside commu-
nity event would not be possible. More
thanks go to Barbara Watts and Susan
Inch for organising the weekend’s food,
mounds of it, and to Greenbank Parish
Church for the use of their main hall.

‘ LA
SLA’s Susan and Barbara

Contact Details for SLA

Please note SLA’s new contact details.
To get in touch:
tel: 0131 455 7153
email: pnquiries@sla-india.org
write to: Scottish Love in Action,
c/o Greenbank Parish Church,
Braidburn Terrace,
Edinburgh EH10 6ES

Groups supporting
SLA

PC=Parish Church,
PCG=Parish Church Guild

15th Edinburgh Brownie Pack

Blackwell Publishing Ltd.

Bruntsyeld Primary School

Circle of Care Inverleith PC

Cruden Foundation Ltd

Currie PCG

Edinburgh Pentland Tangent

Erskine Stewart’s Melville School

George Watson’s College

Gillespie Memorial Church Dumfriesshire
Guild

Greenbank PCG

High School of Glasgow Junior School

The Hope Trust

International Lyceum Club of Edinburgh

Juniper Green PCG

Kenneth Barge Memorial Trust

Lorne Primary School Edinburgh

Merchiston Gdns Pleasure Ground Assn

Morningside PC

The Park House Charitable Trust

Portobello Old PCG

Simpson and Marwick

Skelmorlie and Wemyss Bay PC

Slateford, Longstone PC Over 500s Group

SMB Charitable Trust

South Morningside Primary School

St Colm’s PC

St John’s PCG

St Serf’s PCG

Viewforth Church

As always, we are deeply grateful to all
those who, since our last newsletter,
have so generously organised events,
lovingly bequeathed gifts, and celebrated
anniversaries and birthdays in aid of the
children of SLA.

Church of Scotland

Guild Project Partners

Excitement is mounting at
SLA HQ as our diary is
ylling up with SLA talks
all over Scotland — in fact,
Vicki has bought a big
wall chart to keep track of
all the Guild appointments!

A big thank you to the Guild for the
opportunity you are giving us to raise
awareness about the amazing children of
SLA and the enormous problems which
face Dalits.

We look forward to being with you.

The London challenge!

Tudor Grecu, a young Romanian student
friend of Gillieds, was the yrst London
Marathon runner for SLA this year! Tu-
dor found the whole experience very
exciting and was pleased to complete
the course in 4 hours and 33 minutes.
He thinks he has ficaught the marathon
bugd and would like to run in more such
events. We take our hats off to him for
wearing the ‘white chicken’ hat... cer-
tainly not exactly an aerodynamic piece
of headgear! Why 6white chickend?
This is the name our Indian counterparts
called us on the original expedition, the
fiwhite chickens from the other side of
the worldo!

Thank you Tudor, and good luck with
your year’s studying in America.
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