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Dear Friends of SLA

Having recently been to the celebrations,
here in Edinburgh, of the 58th Republic
Day of India, I would like to share with
you an extract from the “Address to the
Nation” by the President of India, Dr
Abdul Kalam,. His speech was entitled,
“Vision ignites the Nation, what can
I give to my Nation?” and in his long
speech he says that children are their
national wealth, that cruelty to children is
against the fabric of society which cannot
be tolerated at any cost, and that the

eradication of cruelty to children should
be the mission of every Indian citizen.
Dr Kalam ends with a message to the
young people of the nation, a message
about courage which I think is relevant
to peoples of every age, in every nation
if we really want to see peace and justice
prevail in our world:
“Courage to Give,

Courage to think differently,

Courage to invent,

Courage to discover the impossible,

Courage to travel the unexplored path,

Courage to share knowledge,

Courage to remove pain,

Courage to reach the unreached,

Courage to combat problems

and succeed.”

I would like to add a few other things, the
most important of them being the courage
to love.

Once again | thank you all for your
courage to give to and to love the children
of SLA.

Gillie Davidson

Wendy & Katy Inch — Tuni visit

Happy, happy memories — wonderful children, smiling faces, laughter and
fun, doing the hokey cokey, drawing pictures, singing in the monsoon rain,
stories under the trees, piling food on plates, playing skipping, watching
cricket, painting toenails, learning Indian dances, teaching highland flings,
colouful saris, singing as the sun sets, Joythi’s prawn curry, monkeys swing-

ing in the trees, goodnight cuddles and goodbye tears.
An all round fantastic, eye-opening inspirational and humbling experi-

ence — we definitely want to go back.

New Pots for Old!

Frank & Betty Hutson — Golden Wedding photograph

Katy and Wendy Inch

After seven years of constant use all the enormous cooking pots were needing
to be replaced, and to our delight this wish was fulfilled. We thank Betty &
Frank Hutson’s family for the imaginative Golden Wedding gift to them
—new pots for SLA! lain and Pam Gotts kindly contributed to this great gift
too.
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The TGB Fund

Exciting news!
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The Erlanger boys: Tom, Ben and George

The “TGB Fund” (Tom, George and Ben) is now a real-
ity through the wonderful generosity of the Erlanger family.
Their great concern for the children of SLA moved them to
give a donation of £10,000 to launch a much needed fund
to cover the costs of further education for our older children

when they leave school.

The TGB Fund will pay for specific training, college fees
or apprenticeships and will enable our children to have the
kind of future career and quality of life that they could never
have expected had they not come to our Home-cum-School,
but had grown up as destitute Dalits.

At the Erlanger’s request, the Gift Aid from this donation
will fund the building of a wall to protect the boy’s hostel
from intruders from Highway 5 (which runs at the back of
the building). This wall will help to make the boys feel more
secure, especially at night.

We are deeply grateful to the Erlanger family for such
loving support and for this amazing gift.

Anderson Strathern
First Corporate Sponsor of SLA’s
Educational Fund

Good news from Anderson Strathern! This firm of solicitors
has become our first corporate sponsor of further education.
They have very generously donated to us a Christmas charity
gift of £3,000 which we can invest, and it will pay us around
£150 per annum interest at 5%. This is more than enough on
present information to fund one “scholarship in perpetuity”.

Special thanks to Robin Stimpson and all those in the firm
involved in this generous gift.

Injustice v. social niceties

We in the UK hear little about the plight of the “Untoucha-
bles” but while Iain, Colin and I were walking in Hyderabad
one night we watched a Bhangi performing his nightly work.
Bhangis, or ‘Pakhis’ as they are called in Andhra Pradesh, are
considered to be the very lowest of the low. Such ‘scaven-
gers’, as Ghandi called them, are lowered by a rope through
manholes where they gather the “night soil”, the euphemism
for human excreta, into buckets and carry them on their heads
to empty out in waste areas in the city. They have no protective
gear and earn about 30—-40 Rupees (about 50p) per day. ‘Sweep-
ing’ often involves crawling inside a tiny chamber underneath
a so-called ‘dry toilet’, removing the excrement, and carrying it
away in a bucket on one’s head; for this work in a private house
the pay is about 10 Rupees a month. Unimaginable!

In the state of Gujarat alone there are about 32,000 Bhangi
families and, in a society where there is little hope of escaping
your caste, their children have little chance of avoiding such
human degradation unless the technological advances which
have been made to improve sanitation systems in India are
widely enforced, including laws that ban the construction of
dry toilets. As always there has to be the political will. Mean-
time, Bhangis have to continue to work in their traditional
roles and they continue to face considerable social barriers.

The following paragraph appeared in an article by Nirmala
George, an Associate Press Writer writing for the Affirmative
Action and Diversity Project in California.

NEW DELHI, India. At the end of a network of dusty lanes
in Trilokpuri, a suburb on the outskirts of the Indian capital, a
‘scavenger’ lugs home a plastic bucket of water for her family.
It is dusk, and Birum and her two daughters have spent the day

collecting used plastic bags from rotting waste in city dumps.
The mother and daughters are filthy and hungry — yet they can-
not bathe or cook with water from a tap near their home.
“That’s the tap for the upper castes. We are not allowed
there”, the 33-year-old Birum says as she sits on the dirt
floor making bread on a coal-burning stove. Although water is
supplied by municipal authorities, the few public taps in this
shanty-town of nearly 10,000 people are divided along caste
lines. Taps for the lower castes are nearly a half-mile away,
and the water barely trickles. Birum is a Dalit, the lowest rank
in India’s 3,000-year-old caste system, a pernicious practice
that discriminates against nearly a quarter of the country’s

billion-plus population. i .
PIS pop Gillie Davidson

Walk for SLA!
The Great Scottish Walk

Walk for SLA in The Great Scottish Walk in Edinburgh
on the 10th June 2007. The walk is divided into 3 walks, al-
lowing participants to choose a level to match their fitness: 12
miles, 6 miles or a Golden Mile. The walk starts in Holyrood
Park and finishes in Meadowbank Stadium.

Please complete the enclosed registration form (including
“SCOTTISH LOVE IN ACTION” in the Charity box). See
http://www.greatscottishwalk.com/gsw/ for more details.

The Great Wee Scottish Walk

There is also a Wee Walk for children, two miles around
Inverleith Park in Edinburgh on Sunday 15th April. See
http://www.greatweescottishwalk.com/gwsw/edin.php for more
information and an application form.
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Lloyds TSB

To our great delight we were awarded a Lloyds TSB Overseas
Award of £28,330, which over a three year period will go to-
wards the salaries of our teaching staff in Tuni.

Hun s TSB I
for Scotlan

Vicki Watson (SLA), Susan Rice (Chief Executive, Lloyds TSB Scotland),
Gillie Davidson (SLA) & Mary Craig (Lloyds TSB Foundation for Scotland)

We were also awarded a Lloyds TSB Capacity Building
Award of £6,786, which will pay for the input of 12 days of
expert advice from consultants on the governance, business
planning and fundraising of our organisation. This should help
us become more efficient and effective.

We are extremely grateful to Lloyds TSB for so generous-
ly providing us with this assistance, as our small charity has

Supporters buy truck for SLA!

Craigielaw Golf Club
was the venue for
an excellent Bridge
evening organised by &
Katy Maguire, Douce 3,
Lawson and friends in
November. We thank [
Derek Scott for the §
generous use of such
a beautiful setting,
John Cleary and staff for their hard work, all those who do-
nated prizes for the raffle, and of course Katy and her team for
making this such a fun Bridge night and Dinner. They raised
the amazing sum of £4,191!

We would also like to thank the Rev John Smith and the
congregation of Morningside United Church for the wonderful
donation of £3,750 which they so generously raised for SLA.

Combined, these two gifts have enabled us to buy a sturdy
Tata truck, which is already in use transporting sacks of rice,
vegetables and other supplies from the local market to our
Home-cum-school.

Thank you all for this wonderful support.

SLA Christmas Disco 2006

This year we held our second SLA Christmas disco, at the
Minto Hotel. It was a great chance for people to get together
and catch up over the festive period. Thanks to all who came
along and made it such a great evening.

recently been growing rapidly, and while we wish to become
as efficient as possible we do not want to lose our personal
touch and our non-aggressive ethos.

As many of you know, over the past seven and a half years
all the work of SLA has been done on a completely voluntary
basis, apart from the part-time administrative help provided by
Vicki Watson to Gillie over the past 18 months, and as many
of you will also know the SLA “office” is simply the upstairs
landing of Gillie’s house and has spilled over to Vicki’s sitting
room! We are now turning our minds to the appointment of a
full-time Development Officer to help with the ever increas-
ing amount of work which SLA requires to do as a growing
organisation. It is crucial for SLA to find funding for this new
post if it is to be able to meet all the demands of the work.

A very big thank you all involved in the Lloyds TSB
Foundation.

Visit to Tuni, October 2006

Libby Adderley is a 12-year old who visited Tuni with her
father. Here is a very brief extract of her full report.

I visited SLA for a week in
October 2006 as part of a
trip to India. I went to visit f
the school, to see what they
do, and to see how lucky
we are living here in Edin-
burgh. I wanted to see what
a difference SLA makes,
and through the charlty
what a difference we can |
make. On my return I want- |
ed to be an ambassador for
SLA, and do what I could to raise awareness and funds.

Although we were there for only a few days, we did a lot.
We handed out food three times a day to the children: this is
basically rice and mush (curd in the morning, vegetables at
lunch, and a lentil stew in the evening). Once a week they had
chicken and usually once a week they had an egg. The kitchen
is called the Mary Erskine kitchen, but is nothing like our
canteen here at school!

One of our main tasks was to just enjoy being with them
and show them that we cared. We played with them, “touching
the untouchables.” We taught English, to the big & small kids
in their classrooms. We also learnt their language, Telugu,
counting 1 to 10 and answering basic questions; I was much
better than Dad at this.

What did we learn and see?

We felt very fortunate being part of the school for a few days,
and saw such joy there, more joy than we had ever expe-
rienced before. The children showed such joy from having
really basic things that we take for granted. They showed joy
from being loved, not from material things. It made me realise
how a small thing here, basically giving some money, can con-
tribute to such a big thing for other people.

Libby Adderley
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Concert in aid of the “Kanthi” (Telugu for nght) Sewing Centre

Morningside Parish Church, who are very generously and
enthusiastically supporting our sewing centre for three years,
continue their support under Fiona Ross, by organising a con-
cert given by the Edinburgh University Singers. This was held
in the old Braid Church where there are good acoustics and
the beautiful voices soared in perfect harmony and soothed
the audience on a cold winter’s evening. It was sheer delight
to sit and listen to the voices and to watch the bright young
faces singing with obvious enjoyment.

Our Indian sewing teacher is very enthusiastic and en-
couraging with the children as they learn a skill which can be
a livelihood for a whole family. They are gradually learning
to make some useful, yet attractive Indian garments and it is
hoped, in time, that we will be able to encourage some indi-
gent widows to come to learn the craft too. We also hope that
eventually it may be possible to make enough sellable items
to take to the market but also to be able to make all the school
uniforms, thus creating some self-sufficiency. We dream of an
actual sewing co-operative (fair trade) in the future but that is
going to involve a great deal of organising, planning, funding
and person resources here, such as time and energy. We will
keep dreaming!

The sewing teacher with her pupils

The sewing teacher lives with her husband and son behind
a small screened off area in the sewing room. But they are
happy to be there and be part of the family of SLA.

Our sincere thanks to Dr Derek Browning, Fiona Ross and
the kind members of the congregation for all their ongoing
generous support and concern for our children — now 430 of
them, a big family!

Tapsalteerie

We live in such an upside down world with the “haves” and the
“have-nots”, so — Tapsalteerie — an old Scots word for ‘topsy
turvey,” was the name given to a most successful SLA St
Andrew’s Night celebration in the Corn Exchange, Edinburgh.

Throughout the dinner our guests participated in a Scot-
tish quiz devised by John Frame and Harry Richmond. With
buzzers at the ready excitement mounted as our presenters
for the evening, Willie Hunter and Edi Stark, helped to get
the evening’s entertainment off with a swing! Competition
between the tables rose throughout the evening.

Gillie gave a short introduction about SLA and told the
story of the life history of Naveen and his two sisters, three of
the children in our SLA home. Valerie Gillies, the Edinburgh
Makar, read beautifully the St Andrew poem which she had
written as a gift for the children of SLA, and a brief video
showed a kilted Naveen reciting the poem in English. This
short cameo was a moment for our guests to focus on the
reason for the whole event — that of the plight of millions of
destitute children in India.

The highlight of the evening was a beautiful performance
of Scottish songs by Karen Matheson of Capercaillie.

We hope you found interest in
this issue of the SLA Newsletter.

If you would like to get in touch
with us, for example to request
a speaker or to ask for SLA
publicity materials, please use
the contact information given on
the right — telephone, email or
write to us.

We would like to thank so many people who gave us
wonderful donations for our auction, humorously and
professionally conducted by Bernard Williams, of Christie’s
Scotland. Raffle donors: Morton Fraser Solicitors, Hamish &
Dorothy Watson, Sandy Jones, Hairdresser, Fiona Cummings,
Floristry, Royal Lyceum Theatre, Harvey Nichols, The Dome,
Jo Malone, Suruchi Restaurant, Lord Hardie, Isobel Thom,
Theakstons, Interior Design Partnership, Charlie Miller,
Annpurna Restaurant, George Barrett, Jimmy Sinclair.

Our raffle was also a great success, and again we have
many people to thank for their kind donations: ‘Fairmount’
(St. Andrews Bay), Howie Nicholsby, Craigielaw Golf Club,
Glenmorangie, The Lord Provost of Edinburgh, Thomas Max-
well, The Sportsman’s Charity, Anta (Edinburgh).

And of course, being St Andrew’s Night, there were pip-
ers! Many thanks to the George Watson’s College pipers: Pipe
Major Ian Simpson and Pipers Andrew Timmons, Euan Kerr,
and Ewan McLellan from Bruntsfield Primary School.

Finally, to those who organised the evening: many thanks
to Susan Inch, Barbara Watts, Jan Newton and Susan Dick for
all their hard work in creating such a successful event.

Contact Details for SLA

To get in touch:
tel: 0131 455 7153
email: enquiries@sla-india.org

website: www.sla-india.org

write to: Scottish Love in Action,
c/o Greenbank Parish Church,
Braidburn Terrace,
Edinburgh EH10 6ES

Tapsalteerie pipers
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