4

¢) Dining Hall and Kitchen are also important. Since we
don’t have a proper kitchen and dining hall in the SLA
premises we cannot start cooking here. This is a big
project: providing for 150 children, with education health,
food and other needs is not an easy programme. Still God
is gracious and He is using small people to feed and lead

Friends of SLA
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These are the needs and we will be praying for them,
and for guidance in making decisions.

May God Bless you all,
Premdas and the SLA family in India
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the disadvantaged.
Hook ok oE ok K

A Tale of Two Wells

Clean water in any rural village in India is a priority.

While we, Q II, were in Tuni over two years ago, we watched each day, with
amazement, a group of three men throughout a period of about eight days man-
ually bore a 14' hole through many feet of hard rock and earth. In the intense
heat they laboriously turned a hefty
bore clockwise into the ground until
it became heavily clogged, then anti-
clockwise until it resurfaced again,
enabling them to remove the thick red
mud. It was an ecstatic moment when
water was struck and a powerful col-
umn of muddy red water shot up high
into the air as everyone danced,and

shouted for joy!

This precious water, found in the
SLA grounds, was in general use for
some time but in fact is not nearly
pure enough. A geologist visited SLA
earlier this year and detected an area
where water is again to be found, but

1999: preparing to dig the first well

this time Premdas was advised to dig

an open well. It is another incredibly
primitive procedure, entailing manually digging a hole about 30 feet deep and 14

feet wide. Fourteen men had been working on it for 20 days when we received
Premdas’s latter on the 15th June of this year and the work was still in progress.

The new well: 20 feet down —
10 feet still to go

It is a potentially dangerous job, as you will see from the photograph, the earth being literally hacked away by hand-held
tools.and removed in large concave pans by a manual pully. These were the very pans we used when we worked in the chain
gangs helping to build the home/school in 1999, a very humbling experience. How one longed even for a wheelbarrow!
Living under such conditions certainly teaches one just how precious water is — only 15 out of every 100 people in the
world have water on tap in their homes. It is very exciting to know that soon there will be a purer and more plentiful sup-

ply of water on the SLA premises.

Fundraising

=> The Ethicon event earlier in the Summer raised £500
for SLA. [See photograph. ]

=> SLA Christmas cards. Packs of 5 cards and envelopes
were sold for £2.00; a small number are still left (con-
tact Gillie). So far we have made about £200.

=> A couple who are SLA supporters recently celebrated
their Silver wedding. They suggested to their guests
that instead of giving them presents they could, if
they wished, donate money to SLA. Over £1300 was
raised as a direct result. What an imaginative way to
raise a substantial sum for SLA!

=> Another Bridge Night will be held, on 8th March
2002, as before at Morningside United Church Hall
(near Holy Corner). More details nearer the time.

Gillie Davidson

The artist at work (Andrew Paterson, SLA Trustee):
face-painting at the Ethicon event

S LA — caring for children in India

Dear Friends of SLA,

Another six months have passed since our last Newsletter
and I am happy to report that with the continued support
and kindness of you, our SLA Friends, the hard work of
the committee with fund-raising events, and the response
from the general public to these events, we continue to
manage to feed, clothe and educate the Children of SLA.
It is very satisfying to hear from Dr. Christopher
Premdas, the Director of SLA in India, that eight of
the girls are now ready to go to secondary school and
that Dr Premdas has succeeded in negotiating their
entry to secondary

“Untouchability” in their Christmas appeal. There are
250-300 million Daliths in India, about the population
of the United States of America. As this subject is part
of the picture of world racism it was interesting to hear
from Dr Premdas that he was sponsored by the UN to
be an Indian delegate to the international conference on
“Racism and Human Rights” in Durban this summer.

It was a timely reminder to me, at this time of world
fear and uncertainty, to hear on the radio Harry Belafonte,
a commissioner at the conference, repeat the words

school in Tuni. This
is a proud moment for
him as these children
would normally never
receive any education
had it not been for Dr
Premdas and SLA.
They certainly look
very happy in their new
dresses and with their
new schoolbags and
food containers! We
hope that this will be
the pattern for the more
academic children,

New dresses, new food boxes, new school, new life.

from Nelson Mandela’s
inaugural speech: “No
one is born hating another
person because of the
colour of his skin, or his
background or his religion.
People must learn to hate,
and if they can learn to
hate, they can be taught to
love, for love comes more
naturally to the human
heart than its opposite.
Man’s goodness is a
flame that can be hidden
but never extinguished.”
Who better than Nelson

while the others will be
taught a trade in SLA school — thus all of them will be
able to escape what for so many “Untouchables” is the
cycle of the poverty trap.

There is now a new source of water on the SLA
compound, a reason for great celebration and a reminder
to us in the West just how precious and essential a
commodity water is. More about this later.

In our first Newsletter we were delighted to have a
very interesting article written by Andrew Gellatly, a
member of Q II, who spent six weeks working with the
children in Tuni in the Summer of 2000 and researched
for his Geography thesis while there. Andrew was
accompanied by Jane Cumming, another Q II member
and an Anthropology student. In this Newsletter Jane
writes about her experience working with the children
and looking at the problems of “Untouchability”.
This is most appropriate for, as we draw near
Christmas, Christian Aid is directing our attention to

Mandela to express such
profound thoughts?

I hope that you will be willing to continue to support
the Children of SLA — despite the never-ending demands
and appeals that are made to us here in Britain — thus
playing a part in dismantling the barriers of hate and
prejudice, replacing them with hope and love.

All of us on the SLA committee wish you peace and
joy this Christmas.

Gillie Davidson
(Chairperson)
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SLA Progress Report

Scottish Love in Action — the charitable trust which grew
out of the Q II visit to Tuni in Andhra Pradesh — has now
been in operation for over a year. We gave ourselves a tar-
get of raising £15,000 in our first year, That sum represents
the costs of feeding, clothing, and providing a basic educa-
tion for 150 children, which is roughly the population of
the orphanage (although the need is much greater). We are
happy to report that we have met our target for the first year
with a bit to spare. We are grateful to all the individuals
and groups who have made donations and contributed to our
fundraising projects in all sorts of ways. We had a big boost
in our first year from the pupils, staff and parents of George
Watson’s College, who adopted us as their charity for a term
and learned about the children and the needs of the Dalit
community through talks by Gillie and some of the senior
members of the school who were part of the original group.
Our special thanks go to Watson’s for the huge contribution
they made to our target.

Apart from the funds provided for the day-to-day needs
of the children, other projects over the year at Tuni have
included construction of a toilet block which was largely
funded by a gift from Canonmills Baptist Church, who have
been associated with the Q II visit and with Tuni from the
beginning of the project, and the digging of a huge well, re-
quired to tap into groundwater to provide a regular supply of
safe drinking water.

Thank you to all who have supported this work so gener-
ously, particularly those who have made a regular commit-
ment through standing orders. Please keep the children of
Tuni in your thoughts and your prayers — the work goes on.

Brian Barron
SLA Trustee

Memories of Tuni

In our first Newsletter, Andrew Gellatly gave an account of
his visit to Tuni in 2000. Jane Cumming was also in Tuni at
that time. Here are her memories and reflections of her time
in India.

When Andrew Gellatly and I heard the story of how a group
of young people from Q II, the Greenbank Parish Church
Youth Group, to which we also belong, had helped to con-
struct a home/school for the destitute children in Andhra
Pradesh, we were anxious to see for ourselves. During the
Summer of 2000, a year after the original party went out
from Scotland, we spent two months living and working
in the school, whilst also researching our university disser-
tations in Social Anthropology and Geography.

During our time in Tuni we were shocked by many of the
harrowing tales of discrimination, abject poverty and phys-
ical abuse. For thousands of years the Daliths have been os-
tracised and persecuted. But now they are beginning to rally
together in defiance of India’s oppressive caste system. With
the help of the Nazareth Association for Social Awareness
the Daliths are organising many significant programmes and
projects which are making a real impact within the region.

The SLA home/school is one of these projects. To the
many hundreds of travellers who pass by on the highway or
train, the SLA building stands as a symbol of the struggle and
resilience of the Dalits people. Within the six classrooms,
trained and dedicated teachers strive to provide a caring and
stimulating learning environment for the 150 children who
attend the school. I was surprised and impressed by the at-
titudes and skills of the staff.

Andrew and I were given the opportunity to teach in
the school. These interactions with the children were very
interesting and rewarding, and we were amazed by their will-
ingness to learn and by their eagerness to communicate with
us. We also spent many exhausting hours in the lush gardens,
dancing, playing, singing, and generally making absolute idi-
ots of ourselves. The highlight of my stay was undoubtedly
the SLA Sports Day, during which the whole school spent a
glorious afternoon enjoying traditional races and activities.

Amid such a happy atmosphere it was easy to forget the
tragic circumstances that surround these children’s lives.
Many have  been
abused, orphaned or
abandoned. Some
have come from the
streets, from lives
of child prostitution,
slavery, and disease.
Others have lost their
parents to alcoholism,
madness or suicide.
All come from fam-
~ ilies that have been
torn apart by poverty.
It is heartbreaking to
hear their individual
stories and to learn about the pain that has entered such
young lives. As I got to know the children, it became more
and more upsetting to hear such harrowing tales.

SLA has changed the children’s lives in so many positive
ways. At last they are living in a safe, caring environment.
Many are learning important new skills that will enable them
to earn a living when they leave the school. But having been
to SLA and having met the children, one is left with a strong
desire to do more. Each night the children go to sleep on a
cold, concrete floor. They have no blankets, nor even some-
thing soft on which to lay their heads. They huddle in tight
little rows to keep warm. They pray for their families and try
to sleep through the nightly disturbances by mosquitoes, rats
and even snakes. They desperately need secure windows and
doors to protect them from such unwanted guests.

I am proud of what Q II has done in Tuni. Their efforts
have made a dream come true for Dr Christopher Premdas
and the NASA team. But we must now try to keep the dream
alive. The Friends of SLA have already made a real dif-
ference to the lives of these fantastic children. However, their
future depends on the continuation of our pledge to show
“Love in Action”.

Jane Cumming

News from India

The following Christmas letter was received from Dr
Christopher Premdas recently.

Dear Ms. Gillie [Davidson],
Committee Members, Supporters,

15 October 2001

Many thanks for supporting us and enabling us to continue
our work with orphan, beggar and street children for the
last three years.

We have 150 children in the SLA Home. They are
growing spiritually and physically with great concern
and love. Twenty-one children were enrolled in the High
School, and the remaining are studying in our own school
(“Gillie’s Public School”). We are trying to get Govern-
ment recognition for our school.

One of Gillie’s friends Ms. Catriona sent £500 and we
purchased bicycles for the children going to High School,
since the school is about 3km from the SLA home.

Due to the high salinity of the water available we could
not start cooking food in the SLA compound. However, we
have recently dug an open well [see article on page 4] and
the water is better. We still have to construct a kitchen and
dining hall.

We have built a toilet block with the generous support
from Canonmills Baptist Church and other supporters
through SLA. We have also completed 70 % of the floor-
ing. The coconut plants planted by Q II are growing and we
expect a yield in two years. We are now getting bananas,
and the flowers are beautiful. Two young people visited the
SLA Home from SLA this year.

We are using the portico to conduct an awareness pro-
gramme which can accommodate more than thousand peo-
ple. We also conducted two youth retreats in the hall this
year; about 600 youth participated in the retreats.

This year we have taken six children, whose parents
died of Aids. We thank you for your hard work to raise
funds for these neglected children. We praise God for
those who are giving support to give life to the children
who were perishing. Now they are taken care of, with good
education, clothing, concern and love.

We are drawing near to the Christmas. Christmas food,
dress, and cultural programmes, are part of our Christmas
festival.

Gillie wrote that some of the supporters are hoping to
visit us here in Tuni. I know it is expensive yet worthwhile
to stay and spend time with your children, who look for-
ward to visits from you.

We are praying for you all. We are praying for the con-
struction of a first floor to our building, with a Christian
community hall which will be multipurpose. It is hard to
get a community hall for Christians and Daliths to conduct
programmes.

Please pray for our other needs: kitchen, dining hall,
four rooms for the warden’s family and five teachers; and
for our children and their future. We are working with the

Daliths and other underprivileged sections of rural and
slum dwellers. In many places untouchability is still in
practice. This year I went to Singapore to attend the lead-
ership seminar for one month and Durban to represent the
Dalith issues.

I thank God and you for using me to work for His chil-
dren who are the deprived of society.

It is very sad to see thousands of people die in USA due
to a man-made massacre. Terrorism is one of the big issue
that is frightening the world. We pray that His Kingdom
come.

May God bless you all abundantly. Happy and merry
Christmas, and wishing you a happy and prosperous New
Year.

Premdas and the SLA Family in India

The following email was sent recently by Dr Premdas to
Gillie Davidson in response to a request for specific needs
which might be the focus of fundraising events by indi-
vidual groups. Gillie comments: “I remember so clearly
the little tin boxes: some of the children had one containing
his or her worldly possessions — something very sad about
them: it was as if each box contained all the memories of
‘family’, of belonging, of identity. Every time I looked at
them it made me feel very sad — so precious to them.”

To:  Ms. Gillie,
Committee Members,

Dear Ms. Gillie,

Many thanks for the E-mail. Your letters always give me
moral strength and inspire me. I always feel that you are
talking with me. It is not just related to money but concern
is more important. I was really thinking of your health
since we did not get news for a long time.

It is great to hear about our new supporters in Edin-
burgh. In my Christmas letter I have mentioned some
needs. We have a few more things which are essential:
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a) Benches and desks for the children to sit in the school.
At present they sit on the floor, which is hard and also
unhygienic. Their dresses and trousers become dirty
and writing is difficult.

b) Cots and boxes for the children. The area is with
snakes. We come across several snakes in our routine
life. A few days back one of our white ducks died
from a snakebite, and today one of our gardeners saw
a big cobra. So we are praying for help. We have not
requested help for this need since we know how hard
it is to collect money and to send the present money.
Every child needs a box to keep his clothes, books and
other personal possessions.



